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Developments
LizMcDonald

Two sites earmarked for large new retire-
ment villages in Christchurch and Rolleston
will sit vacant as village operator Ryman
Healthcare battles to restore profitability.
One, on Park Tce opposite Hagley Park,

is already an eyesore for fed-up neighbours
as graffiti, dumped rubbish and weeds con-
tinue to build up. The other, on Goulds Rd in
Rolleston, should have been well into con-
struction bynow.
Ryman has halted all planned develop-

mentsafter itsprofit in thepastfinancialyear
plummeted 98% to $4.8 million – despite
an 18% increase in revenue. It registered
$257.8mprofit the previous year.
The Christchurch-based company owns

and operates 48 retirement villages across
NewZealand andAustralia, includingnine in
Christchurch.

With a development cost of $240m, the
Park Tce complex was to be the company’s
biggest investment in the city. The design
includes six buildings, the tallest up to seven
storeyshigh,holding 155apartmentswithone
to three bedrooms, 54 assisted-living suites,
70 rooms for aged and dementia care, and a

swimming pool, bowling green and chapel.
The land is in two blocks on either side

of Salisbury St. Concerns from neighbours
upset at theplannedvillage’sheight andbulk
led to it being redesigned before receiving
ChristchurchCityCouncil consent in 2021.
Since then the deteriorating state of the

two properties has triggered complaints.
Before the earthquakes, the land held the

Bishopspark retirement complex and the
Terrace on the Park apartment towers.
Derek Wallace, chairperson of the Inner

City West Neighbourhood Association, said
there had been little upkeep on the sites
despite Ryman’s promises to keep them tidy.
Wallace said the road was a gateway to

the city and highlyvisible: “That’s whymore
effort is needed urgently.”
He said residents understood the devel-

opment delays, but would like to see some
planter boxes or other temporary beautifica-
tion. “They painted over some of the graffiti,

but for some reason they have left the rest.
They have done a little bit of work, but they
haven’t shownmuch effort.”
At Rolleston, Ryman owns a 9.5ha site

on Goulds Rd in the Faringdon subdivision,
where it has planned a $205m retirement vil-
lage for 280 residents with individual units,
a resthome, and dementia and hospital facil-
ities. The village would service the growing
retirement population to the south of Christ-
church and in Mid-Canterbury. The project
already has resource consent from Selwyn
District Council andconstructionand the sale
ofvilla leasesweremeant to start this year.
In its latest annual report, Ryman said to

restore profits to shareholders it will contin-
ue building under way retirement villages –
including a partlybuilt village inNorthwood,
in Christchurch’s north, which opened last
year– but halt planned newbuilds.

TURNTOPAGE3

Sites languish as brakes hit
onnewretirement villages

Eyesore ‘needsurgentattention’,asRymanhaltsbuildswhilebattlingfallingprofits

Neighbours on Park Tce are fed upwith graffiti,
rubbish andweeds. IAIN MCGREGOR/THE PRESS

At least threewild
deer sparked fear in

suburbanChristchurch
with somestaggering
behaviour yesterday.
The localswerenot
game for suchantics.
■ Findoutwhat they
gotuptoonpage2

Pictured: This buck jumped the fence soon
after the photowas taken in a Halswell
garden. Its current whereabouts are
unknown, but it has been confirmed that he
was not alone. IAIN MCGREGOR/THE PRESS
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Camellia Court Rest Home
84 Harewood Road, Papanui
Phone 03 375 0722

Brookhaven
Retirement Village
29 Alport Place, Woolston
Phone 03 384 5046

Golden Age
Retirement Village
96 Harewood Road, Papanui
Phone 03 375 0720

Hoon Hay Rest Home
16 Anvers Place, Hoon Hay
Phone 03 379 7825

Hoon Hay House
Dementia
16 Anvers Place, Hoon Hay
Phone 03 335 0297

Albarosa Rest Home
80 Harewood Road,
Papanui
Phone 03 375 0727

Somerfield Rest Home
137 Barrington Street,
Somerfield
Phone 03 332 5897

A Leader in Healthcare
Excellence for the
Older Person
Golden Healthcare group offers
a wide range of facilities to suit
everybody’s needs.

goldenhealthcare.co.nz
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Dean Graham's
award winning
home in
Lincoln.
ALDEN WILLIAMS/
THE PRESS

Left: There are life-size Marvel figures and motorbikes in glass cages

Above: And yes, of course there’s a great bar – this is a home
made for entertaining on a grand scale. Left: There’s a sumptuous, fur-wrapped seating area in

the middle of the floor, in front of a giant screen.

Above: The vintage VW camper is now a DJ booth.

Ultimateman
cave is a winner,
with home
collecting award
Architecture
ColleenHawkes

There’s a DJ booth in a vintage
VW camper and that’s just the
start of a wild night in for the
owners of this award-winning
Lincoln home.

The Graham Residence,
designed by Chris Wheeler of
Hierarchy Group, has just won
a 2024 Canterbury/Westland
ADNZ Resene Architectural
Design Home Interiors Award.

This home was created
for an avid private collector
– it blends living spaces with
museum-like displays for an
extensive collection of vehicles,
motorcycles, and memorabilia.

Other innovative features
include repurposed portholes
as backlit showcases, and life-
size Marvel figures.

Hierarchy Group says the
420m2 building is part museum,
garage, gallery and living space.

“The cavernous interior,
inspired by the New York
loft style is predominantly

black steel, brick and timber,
providing texture and natural
ambience without feeling too
“shedlike”,” the website says.

“Distinct spaces and
customised display cases were
designed specifically for each
collection so everything has a
place and visual clutter is kept
to a minimum.”

The ADNZ judges noted the
design reflects meticulous
attention to detail and a
narrative journey through
eccentric, personalised
elements.

They also said described
the home as a “riot of colour,
celebrating male cultural
exuberance”.

“Underlying the extensive
visual stimulation is a carefully
planned and curated series of
spaces that link together to
create a place of memory and
display. The ‘man cave’ is also a
crafted place of entertainment
with meticulous attention to
detail and fidelity to the client’s
original vision.”

Residential care
MaddyCroad

Residential disability care has been hit with
yet another blow after providers were told
admissions have been frozen.
The Press understands more than 100 res-

idential facility-based care providers joined
a call with Whaikaha yesterday, when they
were told there would be a freeze on admis-
sions.

The Government announced on Thurs-
day that Whaikaha, the Ministry forDisabled
People, would cease being its own minis-
try and instead come under the Ministry of
Social Development (MSD).

St John of God Hauora Trust chief execu-
tive Sarah Hillier said the latest announce-
ment was a “surprise”. They had a wait list
of people with intellectual, neurological and
physical disabilities who were waiting for a
room.

The trust had an empty six-bedroom
home in Rolleston, which had staff to pro-
vide care, but given the admission freeze, it
would “most likely remain empty”, Hillier
said.

Disability Issues Minister Louise Upston
said “the independent review panel found

that residential care costshavebeen increas-
ing faster than inflation, despite no growth
in the number of people in residential care”.
Current funding allocations would not
change and disabled people and providers
were consulted during the review, she said.

However, providers, advocates and the
disabled communityhave said the oppo-
site.

Hillier said there was “a complete
lack” of consultation during the review,
despite several attempts tomake contact
with the reviewpanel.

The sector had been underfunded for
years, operating in “really tight financial
conditions” with limited resources, and
relied on philanthropic funding and grants
to meet the shortfall.

IHC director of advocacy Tania Thomas
said provider costs such as staff, food and
renthadgoneupby3-5% in thepast couple of
years. “The Government hasn’t increased its
funding so we’ve got to make cuts, we’ve got
to reduce costs,” she said. “Before the freeze
people were struggling, it was well known
that we were completely underfunded.”

A July 2024 report by the Health and Dis-
ability Commission on complaints into dis-
ability based residential care showed there
were staffing and work force shortages due

to a lack of funding sustainability. There was
also an inadequate standard of support and
care.

Manager of the Southern Region of CCS
Disability Action, Richard Buchanan, wor-

riedwith funding and admission freezes, this
would get worse.

He said those already in residential care
could see their quality of care reduced, be
confined to their residence and be given the
“bare essentials”. “I appreciateWhaikaha has
had its issues, but withdrawing the services
from Whaikaha and taking that to MSD was
certainly not consulted on at all with dis-
abled people,” he said.

As a full-time resident of St John of God
Hauora Trust in Christchurch, Lee Rutene
said if it wasn’t for residential care, he would
have nowhere else to go.

His cerebral palsy left him
unsupported, and he was hospitalised

frequently before he was in full-time care.
The freeze on funding increases and

admissions into residential care, was
“gut-wrenching and hurtful”.

“I’m going to be honest and say it’s made
me feel, not suicidal, but it’s getting to that
stage where a lot of people like myself who
are in a wheelchair saying things like ‘what’s
the point’.”

Hillier said they were continuing to get
information from the government about
the admission freeze. But for now, theywere
focusing on looking at their waitlists and
assessing what to do next.

Upston said a task force would aim to
complete “this rapid review” by early 2025.

‘Surprise’ freeze another blow

Manager of the Southern Region of CCS Disability
Action, Richard Buchanan, is worried those in care

will be given only the “bare essentials”.

Lee Rutene, pictured drinking water while
competing in Round the Bays in Wellington
in 2013, says if it wasn’t for residential care he
would have no where to go.

ROSS GIBLIN/STUFF

Disability Issues Minister Louise Upston says
she consulted disabled communities as part of
the review. ROBERT KITCHIN/THE POST

St John of God Hauora Trust says an admission
freeze could leave one of its residential homes
empty, J
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bottom left and corner of the front 
page. Please do not include any 
live type/content close to this area 
as the barcode will overlay it.

Stuff will place the barcode after 
your artwork has been submitted.

Where:
Page 1, bottom
left hand corner

Size:
60mm (H) x 23mm (W)

Barcode example (100$) Barcode position on page

‘Advertisement’ 
label position on 
the front page. 
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ADVERTISEMENT

     
Full Wrap and False Cover advertising rates
Broadsheet Metropolitan and Regional newspapers
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Dean Graham's
award winning
home in
Lincoln.
ALDEN WILLIAMS/
THE PRESS

Left: There are life-size Marvel figures and motorbikes in glass cages

Above: And yes, of course there’s a great bar – this is a home
made for entertaining on a grand scale. Left: There’s a sumptuous, fur-wrapped seating area in

the middle of the floor, in front of a giant screen.

Above: The vintage VW camper is now a DJ booth.

Ultimateman
cave is a winner,
with home
collecting award
Architecture
ColleenHawkes

There’s a DJ booth in a vintage
VW camper and that’s just the
start of a wild night in for the
owners of this award-winning
Lincoln home.

The Graham Residence,
designed by Chris Wheeler of
Hierarchy Group, has just won
a 2024 Canterbury/Westland
ADNZ Resene Architectural
Design Home Interiors Award.

This home was created
for an avid private collector
– it blends living spaces with
museum-like displays for an
extensive collection of vehicles,
motorcycles, and memorabilia.

Other innovative features
include repurposed portholes
as backlit showcases, and life-
size Marvel figures.

Hierarchy Group says the
420m2 building is part museum,
garage, gallery and living space.

“The cavernous interior,
inspired by the New York
loft style is predominantly

black steel, brick and timber,
providing texture and natural
ambience without feeling too
“shedlike”,” the website says.

“Distinct spaces and
customised display cases were
designed specifically for each
collection so everything has a
place and visual clutter is kept
to a minimum.”

The ADNZ judges noted the
design reflects meticulous
attention to detail and a
narrative journey through
eccentric, personalised
elements.

They also said described
the home as a “riot of colour,
celebrating male cultural
exuberance”.

“Underlying the extensive
visual stimulation is a carefully
planned and curated series of
spaces that link together to
create a place of memory and
display. The ‘man cave’ is also a
crafted place of entertainment
with meticulous attention to
detail and fidelity to the client’s
original vision.”

Residential care
MaddyCroad

Residential disability care has been hit with
yet another blow after providers were told
admissions have been frozen.
The Press understands more than 100 res-

idential facility-based care providers joined
a call with Whaikaha yesterday, when they
were told there would be a freeze on admis-
sions.

The Government announced on Thurs-
day that Whaikaha, the Ministry forDisabled
People, would cease being its own minis-
try and instead come under the Ministry of
Social Development (MSD).

St John of God Hauora Trust chief execu-
tive Sarah Hillier said the latest announce-
ment was a “surprise”. They had a wait list
of people with intellectual, neurological and
physical disabilities who were waiting for a
room.

The trust had an empty six-bedroom
home in Rolleston, which had staff to pro-
vide care, but given the admission freeze, it
would “most likely remain empty”, Hillier
said.

Disability Issues Minister Louise Upston
said “the independent review panel found

that residential care costshavebeen increas-
ing faster than inflation, despite no growth
in the number of people in residential care”.
Current funding allocations would not
change and disabled people and providers
were consulted during the review, she said.

However, providers, advocates and the
disabled communityhave said the oppo-
site.

Hillier said there was “a complete
lack” of consultation during the review,
despite several attempts tomake contact
with the reviewpanel.

The sector had been underfunded for
years, operating in “really tight financial
conditions” with limited resources, and
relied on philanthropic funding and grants
to meet the shortfall.

IHC director of advocacy Tania Thomas
said provider costs such as staff, food and
renthadgoneupby3-5% in thepast couple of
years. “The Government hasn’t increased its
funding so we’ve got to make cuts, we’ve got
to reduce costs,” she said. “Before the freeze
people were struggling, it was well known
that we were completely underfunded.”

A July 2024 report by the Health and Dis-
ability Commission on complaints into dis-
ability based residential care showed there
were staffing and work force shortages due

to a lack of funding sustainability. There was
also an inadequate standard of support and
care.

Manager of the Southern Region of CCS
Disability Action, Richard Buchanan, wor-

riedwith funding and admission freezes, this
would get worse.

He said those already in residential care
could see their quality of care reduced, be
confined to their residence and be given the
“bare essentials”. “I appreciateWhaikaha has
had its issues, but withdrawing the services
from Whaikaha and taking that to MSD was
certainly not consulted on at all with dis-
abled people,” he said.

As a full-time resident of St John of God
Hauora Trust in Christchurch, Lee Rutene
said if it wasn’t for residential care, he would
have nowhere else to go.

His cerebral palsy left him
unsupported, and he was hospitalised

frequently before he was in full-time care.
The freeze on funding increases and

admissions into residential care, was
“gut-wrenching and hurtful”.

“I’m going to be honest and say it’s made
me feel, not suicidal, but it’s getting to that
stage where a lot of people like myself who
are in a wheelchair saying things like ‘what’s
the point’.”

Hillier said they were continuing to get
information from the government about
the admission freeze. But for now, theywere
focusing on looking at their waitlists and
assessing what to do next.

Upston said a task force would aim to
complete “this rapid review” by early 2025.

‘Surprise’ freeze another blow

Manager of the Southern Region of CCS Disability
Action, Richard Buchanan, is worried those in care

will be given only the “bare essentials”.

Lee Rutene, pictured drinking water while
competing in Round the Bays in Wellington
in 2013, says if it wasn’t for residential care he
would have no where to go.

ROSS GIBLIN/STUFF

Disability Issues Minister Louise Upston says
she consulted disabled communities as part of
the review. ROBERT KITCHIN/THE POST

St John of God Hauora Trust says an admission
freeze could leave one of its residential homes
empty, J
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